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1.1.  (C)  Further  to  reftels,  on  Sept.  18  MFA  Middle  East 
Director  Friedrich  Stift  reported  to  Econ/Pol  Counselor  on 
the  results  of  an  approach  by  Austrian  Ambassador  to  Iran, 

Michael  Postl,  to  unidentified  contacts  in  the  Iranian 
Foreign  Ministry. 

1.2.  (C)  Postl  reported  the  following: 

--  Kian  Tajbakhsh:  Tajbakhsh  is  being  held  at  Evin  Prison  and 
his  release  is  "not  imminent."  His  detention  will  be 
extended  because  of  his  failure  to  keep  (unspecified) 

"promises"  he  made  in  2007  when  he  was  released  from  a 
previous  detention.  However,  he  will  eventually  be  released. 

--  The  Three  Hikers:  Fattal,  Bauer,  and  Shourd  are  being 
questioned  at  a Tehran  prison  (not  Evin).  They  are  not 
considered  dangerous  and  will  be  released  "in  the  foreseeable 
future."  The  Iranian  MFA  suggested  that  if  the  Swiss 
Ambassador  were  to  make  a written  request  for  consular  access 
it  would  speed  resolution  of  the  case.  In  addition,  if  he 
were  to  present  the  written  request  in  person  at  the  MFA, 
that  would  further  boost  prospects  for  a resolution.  Postl 
indicated  his  willingness  to  make  further  inquiries,  if 
desired,  and  would  be  willing  to  serve  as  a courier  for 
letters  between  the  three  and  their  families/children. 

— Reza  Taghavi:  No  information  was  provided. 

--  Robert  Levinson:  The  Iranians  said  only  that  Levinson 
"might"  already  have  died. 

13.  (U)  Note:  Postl,  with  whom  Embassy  has  worked  closely  on 
several  sensitive  cases  in  the  recent  past,  speaks  excellent 
Farsi  and  reportedly  enjoys  particularly  good  access  through 
his  wife's  family  to  prominent  Iranian  circles. 
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